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Klondike Kate Ryan was not a dance-hall entertainer as her name

might suggest or as Pierre Berton describes in his book “Klondike”. 

She was, rather, a Northern frontier heroine and a large contributor

to the development of our Canada.  Born Katherine Ryan on August

20, 1869 in Johnville, NB, she traveled across the continent to Seattle,

where she became a nurse in the Sisters of Nahomish Hospital.

Klondike KateKlondike Kate

Later, in Vancouver, she joined the Klondike gold rush, a bold move for a woman in

that day and age.  For her journey to the goldfields, she purchased her equipment

from the Hudson Bay Company.  The manager stated,

“Any lady with the courage to head out to the Yukon on her own, deserves the support of

The Hudson Bay Company.”

After enduring a rough voyage by steamer and a harsh winter months moving

along the trails she made it to the Klondike and staked three claims.

Among her accomplishments, Klondike Kate became the first female member

(Special Constable) of the North West Mounted Police.

She became the first female gold inspector collecting royalties on gold nuggets

being taken from the Yukon. She was a jail keeper, operated a restaurant and was

involved in many business and political affairs.  She never left her nursing skills very

far behind, either.  She once performed some “table-top” surgery when sewing back

in place the lip of a Swedish miner, the miner having been involved in a bar room

brawl.

Klondike Kate left her mark in Canadian history as an early suffragette and

important political figure in Northern Canada.  It is reported that Kate’s motto was:

“I Wasn’t Built for Going Backwards.    When I Once Step Forward, I Must Go“I Wasn’t Built for Going Backwards.    When I Once Step Forward, I Must Go

Ahead.”Ahead.”

Klondike Kate RyanKlondike Kate Ryan

Klondike Kate died in 1932 in Vancouver at the age of 63.

Editors note:  The was a bit of confusion over who was the real Klondike Kate.  Although a

dance hall girl, Kate Rockwell, took the nickname for herself, Katherine Ryan was the real

Klondike KateKlondike Kate.

Comments

K A I
M A Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  A T  6 : 4 2  P M

as a student i think this was a informational peice of articele and i like it 

🙂

R E P L Y

robin
J A N U A R Y  3 0 ,  2 0 1 8  A T  1 : 2 6  P M

how can you have an article about Kate Ryan but carry alongside a picture of the fake klondike kate the

dance hall femme?

R E P L Y

Dave
M A R C H  2 2 ,  2 0 2 2  A T  1 : 2 8  A M

I agree with Robin

R E P L Y

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Comment *

Name *

Email *

Website

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

P O S T  C O M M E N T

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

SEARCH

MYSTERIES OF CANADA BOOKS

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

RECENT ARTICLES

TAGS

Anti Semitic Canada Famous People
Canada Haunted Canada Politics Canada

Time Canada Wars Canada Wheat Board Canadian Aircraft

Canadian Bridges Canadian Companies Canadian

Disasters Canadian Heros Canadian

Hovercraft Canadian Indian Legends

canadian indians Canadian

Inventors Canadian Islands Canadian Logging

History Canadian Military Metals Canadian

Mines Canadian Sea Monsters Canadian

Ships Canadian Shipwrecks

Canadian Treasure Canadian Treaties

Canadian UFO Canadian War Heroes
Canadian Wheat Board Canadian Women Charlotte

Whitton CWB Famous Canadians Gold

Mines Honorary Canadians john franklin Lakes in

Canada Lemon Mine Military Honor Mounties

Mystery of Oak Island Oak

Island Oak Island Money

Pit Oak Island Treasure Special

Forces war of 1812

CATEGORIES

Alberta

Animals

Apparitions

Architecture

Aviation History

Black History

British Columbia

Canada

Canadian Culture

Canadian Political System

Colonial History

Colourful Characters

Conspiracy Theories

Crime

Dark History

Demons

Disasters

Explorers

Extrasensory Perception

First Nations History

Folktales

French-Canadian History

Fur Trade

Ghost Stories

Gold Rush History

Heroes

Industry

Inuit History

Literature

Lost Treasure

Manitoba

Maritime History

Maritime Mysteries

Medicine

Metis History

Military History

Missing People

Modern History

Money

Monsters

Murders

Music

Nahanni Valley

Native Mysteries and Legends

Nautical History

New Brunswick

Newfoundland and Labrador

Northwest Territories

Nova Scotia

Nunavut

Ontario

Politics

Poltergeists

Prince Edward Island

Quebec

Railroad History

Religion

Saskatchewan

Science and Engineering

Settler History

Shipwrecks

Sports

Strange Places

UFO

Undead

Urban Legends

Victoria Cross Recipients

Wild West

Witchcraft

Yukon

Contact

Privacy Policy

About

Fa
ce

T
wi

S
h

Fa
ce

T
wi

S
h

Search

5 Spooky Canadian Urban Legends

Legends of Living Mammoths in
Canada

Top 10 Creepiest Places in Canada

Top 10 Creepiest Islands in Canada

Are the U.S. and Canadian Militaries
Building Flying Saucers?

Unsolved Disappearances in the Fraser
Canyon

The Curse of Oak Island: Season 10,
Episode 6 Summary

Thunderbirds in Canada – Part 2

Giant Owls in Canada?

The Curse of Oak Island: Season 10,
Episode 5 Summary

S E A R C H 

https://mysteriesofcanada.com/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/about/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/submit-a-story-2/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/mysteries/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/bookshop/search-by-region/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/contact-us/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/bookshop/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/colourful-characters/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/yukon/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/author/bruce-ricketts/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/yukon/klondike-kate/#
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/#facebook
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/#twitter
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fmysteriesofcanada.com%2Fyukon%2Fklondike-kate%2F&title=Klondike%20Kate%20Ryan
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/#facebook
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/#twitter
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fmysteriesofcanada.com%2Fyukon%2Fklondike-kate%2F&title=Klondike%20Kate%20Ryan
http://none/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/yukon/klondike-kate/?replytocom=91762#respond
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/yukon/klondike-kate/?replytocom=49424#respond
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/yukon/klondike-kate/?replytocom=110042#respond
https://akismet.com/privacy/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nwt/legends-of-the-nahanni-valley-book/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nova-scotia/the-oak-island-encyclopedia/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nova-scotia/the-oak-island-encyclopedia-volume-ii/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/canada/mysteries-of-canada-volume-i/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/canada/mysteries-of-canada-volume-iii/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/alberta/indian-tales-of-the-canadian-prairies-2/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/quebec/classic-french-canadian-folktales-volume-i/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/yukon/two-journals-of-robert-campbell/
https://www.facebook.com/canadianhistory
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/anti-semitic/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canada-famous-people/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canada-haunted/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canada-politics/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canada-time/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canada-wars/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canada-wheat-board/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-aircraft/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-bridges/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-companies/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-disasters/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-heros/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-hovercraft/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-indian-legends/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-indians/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-inventors/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-islands/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-logging-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-military-metals/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-mines/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-sea-monsters/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-ships/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-shipwrecks/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-treasure/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-treaties/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-ufo/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-war-heroes/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-wheat-board/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/canadian-women/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/charlotte-whitton/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/cwb/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/famous-canadians/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/gold-mines/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/honorary-canadians/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/john-franklin/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/lakes-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/lemon-mine/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/military-honor/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/mounties/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/mystery-of-oak-island/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/oak-island/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/oak-island-money-pit/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/oak-island-treasure/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/special-forces/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/tag/war-of-1812/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/alberta/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/animals/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/miracles/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/architecture/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/aviation-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/black-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/bc/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/canadian-culture/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/canadian-political-system/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/colonial-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/colourful-characters/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/conspiracy-theories/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/crime/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/dark-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/demons/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/disasters/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/explorers/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/extrasensory-perception/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/first-nations/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/folktales/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/french-canadian-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/fur-trade-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/ghost-stories/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/gold-rush-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/heroes/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/industry/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/inuit-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/literature/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/lost-treasure/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/manitoba/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/maritime-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/maritime-mysteries/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/medical/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/metis-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/military/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/missing-people/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/modern-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/money/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/monsters/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/murders/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/music/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/nahanni-valley/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/aboriginal-mysteries/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/nautical-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/new-brunswick/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/newfoundland/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/nwt/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/nova-scotia/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/nunavut/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/ontario/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/politics/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/poltergeists/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/pei/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/quebec/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/railroad-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/religion/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/saskatchewan/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/science/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/settler-history/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/shipwrecks/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/sports/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/lost-worlds/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/ufo/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/undead/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/urban-legends/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/vc-recipients/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/wild-west/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/witchcraft/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/category/yukon/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/contact-us/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/?page_id=832
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/about/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/pei/5-spooky-canadian-urban-legends/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/quebec/legends-of-living-mammoths-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/canada/top-10-creepiest-places-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/canada/top-10-creepiest-islands-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/ontario/are-the-u-s-and-canadian-militaries-building-flying-saucers/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/bc/unsolved-disappearances-in-the-fraser-canyon/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nova-scotia/the-curse-of-oak-island-season-10-episode-6-summary/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/alberta/thunderbirds-in-canada-part-2/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/saskatchewan/giant-owls-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nova-scotia/the-curse-of-oak-island-season-10-episode-5-summary/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/pei/5-spooky-canadian-urban-legends/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/quebec/legends-of-living-mammoths-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/canada/top-10-creepiest-places-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/canada/top-10-creepiest-islands-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/ontario/are-the-u-s-and-canadian-militaries-building-flying-saucers/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/bc/unsolved-disappearances-in-the-fraser-canyon/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nova-scotia/the-curse-of-oak-island-season-10-episode-6-summary/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/alberta/thunderbirds-in-canada-part-2/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/saskatchewan/giant-owls-in-canada/
https://mysteriesofcanada.com/nova-scotia/the-curse-of-oak-island-season-10-episode-5-summary/

