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What matters the most for middle-grade students?

Building of knowledge.

Transfer of skills.

Increase of motivation.

The Read Side by Side Reading Program provides a 
highly motivating curriculum design, tailored specifically 

to the needs of middle-grade readers. 

Students read books that build 
interest and knowledge.

Texts are connected across a single-school year, 
and also across the 3-6 design.



A 3-part curriculum design ensures success!

Part 1: Read aloud lessons provide teacher modeling and 
engagement. Students have a copy of the text being read aloud.

Part 2: Book club lessons provide differentiation and 
independent practice. Three levels of text are provided: 
below, on, and above-grade level.

Part 3: Extended reading opportunities include classroom 
libraries with titles matched to each unit, 16-titles per unit.

All lessons are fully 
scripted to ensure 
students receive 

explicit instruction and 
guided practice. Scripts 

are written to value 
teacher’s time and 

expertise!



Additional tools to support teachers!

New writing units create more 
opportunities for the integration of 
reading and writing. Students use the 
read-aloud texts as mentors.

Vocabulary is explicitly taught and 
practiced. A daily vocabulary routine 
teaches students to use morphemes 
and context clues to determine the 
meaning of words. A vocabulary 
handbook is provided for each 
student with a morpheme glossary a 
the front.

A sample student page in the  
vocabulary handbook.

Teacher portal with downloadable 
tools and resources for teachers 
using the program!  
*No subscriptions or contracts!

readsidebyside.com/classroom-resources



Assessments and interventions provided!
Formative assessments take the lead, reducing 
the impact of assessment on instructional time. 

Checklists & Rubrics

Nationally Normed Qualifiers

Running Records

Exit Tickets (Reading Guides)

Conference Forms

And more!

All assessments can be downloaded from the website! 
readsidebyside.com/assessments

Strategies for working with students who struggle with 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension!



3rd Grade  
Reading Curriculum

Read-Aloud  
Units of Study

Book Club  
Teacher’s Guides

Poppy

The War with 
Grandpa

Mar3n Luther 
King, Jr.

Glory Be

Maniac Magee

Unit  

3.1

Unit  

3.2

Unit  

3.3

Unit  

3.4

Unit  

3.5

Marvin Redpost 
Why Pick on Me?

Jake Drake 
Bully Buster

Beezus and 
Ramona

Julian’s Glorious 
Summer

Abby Takes 
a Stand

Freedom 
Train

Fudge-A- 
Mania

Wall Ball Swindle

I Am 
Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks Who Was Rosa Parks?

Book Boxes for 
Extended Reading

3.1 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

3.2 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

3.4 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

3.5 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

3.3 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

Third-grade students explore the topic of conflict— 
at home and school, in the community and world. 

The learn about the  Civil Rights Movement.  

Download the curriculum guide & 3rd grade resources! 
Readsidebyside.com/third-grade-resources 

Backyard  
Animals

Nocturnal  
Creatures

Forest  
Animals



Read-Aloud  
Units of Study

Book Club  
Teacher’s Guides

Unit  

4.1

Unit  

4.2

Unit  

4.3

Unit  

4.4

Unit  

4.5

Shiloh

The Castle 
in the AWc

Streams to the River, 
River to the Sea

Children of the 
Gold Rush

Aurore of 
the Yukon

Shoeshine 
Girl

Because of 
Winn-Dixie

How to Steal 
A Dog

The Weeping 
Werewolf

The  
Dragonslayers

Into the Land 
of the Unicorns

Going Along With 
Lewis & Clark

The Year of 
Miss Agnes

Riding  
Freedom

The Sign of 
the Beaver

The Kids’ Book of 
Canada’s Railway

Book Boxes for 
Extended Reading

4.1 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

4.2 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

4.4 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

4.5 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

4th Grade 
Reading Curriculum

4.3 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

Fourth-grade students explore the theme of a 
personal journey as they learn about westward 

expansion, and the pioneering spirit.

Download the curriculum guide & 4th grade resources! 
Readsidebyside.com/fourth-grade-resources 



Read-Aloud  
Units of Study

Book Club  
Teacher’s Guides

Unit  

5.1

Unit  

5.2

Unit  

5.3

Unit  

5.4

Unit  

5.5

Earthquake 
Terror

Holes

Chains

Kids at Work

The City 
of Ember

There’s a Boy 
in the Girls’ 
Bathroom

The Janitor’s 
Boy Wonder

American 
Revolu3on

Iqbal Coun3ng on 
Grace

Lyddie

Among 
the Hidden

First Light Code Orange

I Survived 
Hurricane Katrina

Kensuke's 
Kingdom

Hatchet

Book Boxes for 
Extended Reading

5.1 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

5.2 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

5.4 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

5.5 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

5th Grade 
Reading Curriculum

5.3 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

Fi#h-grade students explore the theme survival and read about the 
American Revolu:on, the Industrial Revolu:on and slavery.

Download the curriculum guide & 5th grade resources! 
Readsidebyside.com/fifth-grade-resources 



Read-Aloud  
Units of Study

Book Club  
Teacher’s Guides

Unit  

6.1

Unit  

6.2

Unit  

6.3

The Wes3ng 
Game

Children of  
the Dust Bowl

Esperanza 
Rising

Mystery 
The Westing Game

6th
Grade
Volume 6.1

Collect .  Interpret .  Apply

C. I. A.
Collect .  Interpret .  Apply

Unit of Study 

A
L I

G N E D  T O  T H E  

★
★

★
★

★ ★ ★ ★
★

★
★

★
★

 

Common
Core

Standard
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Sarah Collinge
with Bethany Robinson

6th Grade 
Reading Curriculum

Book Boxes for 
Extended Reading

6.1 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

6.2 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

A Le`er to  
Mrs. Roosevelt

Sylvia & 
Aki

Out of  
the Dust

When You  
Reach Me

The London 
Eye Mystery

The Hound of 
the Baskervilles

Four  
Perfect Pebbles

6.3 Book Box 
Set of 16 Titles

Sixth-grade students explore the theme of the American Dream, 
and the push and pull factors that caused people to move during.

Download the curriculum guide & 6th grade resources! 
Readsidebyside.com/sixth-grade-resources 

For each of the book clubs in the 
program, students will need a 

Book Club Notebook.  
This is the primary consumable 

used at all grade-levels.



A text-structure approach to comprehension.
Students are taught to divide a chapter book into 4-quadrants and 

read using a plan-of-action titled CIA (Collect-Interpret-Apply).

Collect
1/4

Character	
Se/ng	
Problems	
Important	Events

Retell	Summary

Interpret
Key	Repeated		
			-Words	
			-Phrases	
Author’s	CraC	
Author’s	Message/Theme

Line	of	Thinking

2/4

Interpret

Evidence	
Turning	Point	
Author’s	Message/Theme	

Turning	Point	WriKng

3/4
Apply

Synthesize	
Evaluate	

Synthesis	Summary	
&	EvaluaKon

4/4

1. Divide the number of pages in the book by four.  

2. Mark the end of each quadrant by using s3cky-notes.  

3. Read using the C. I. A. Approach (Collect-Interpret-Apply)

A chapter book 
divided into 

quadrants prior 
to reading.



All units explicitly teach the CIA approach.
Students learn to be reading detectives.  

They learn to think strategically and deeply.

The CIA Approach Anchor Standards

Collect Cri3cal 
Informa3on

Key Ideas & Details 
Standards 1-3

Interpret the Text Cra# & Structure 
Standards 4-6

Apply to Your Life
Integra:on of 

Knowledge 
Standards 7-9

The CIA approach matches up to the plot line!



Students read 36 chapter books!
No other program on the market attends to 

reading volume the way the this program does! 

Students read 3-times  
the number of words as they 

do in traditional,  
basal reading programs 

(Dewitz, 2016)!

Texts increase in complexity as students 
progress across a school year, and across 
the 3-6 band. Texts are selected for their:

•Qualitative level, 
•Length & task demand, 
•Quantitative level, 
•Appeal and appropriateness by grade.

For private, Christian schools, we provide an alignment to  
the 5 principals of Godly living.



A daily schedule prioritizes reading.

3rd - 5th grade requires 90-minutes of reading. 
Add a 30-minute Language Arts block - optional.

45 min. Read-Aloud 45 min. Book Clubs 30 min. Language Arts

Vocabulary Instruction 
Read-Aloud / 

Writing

Mini Lesson 
Work Time /  

Book Club Meetings

Writing Units 
Supplemental  

Grammar & Spelling

3-5 scope and sequence shows a staggered start.

6th grade requires 45-minutes of reading. 
Add a 30-minute Language Arts block - optional.

6th scope and sequence alternates between read-aloud and book club 
instruction across the year to accommodate a middle school schedule.

Weeks 1 2 3 4 5 6

Read-Aloud Unit 1 Read-Aloud

Book Clubs Unit 1 Book-Club

Writing Unit 1 Writing

Weeks 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Read-
Aloud/ 
Book 
Club

Unit 1 Read-Aloud Unit 1 Book Club

Writing Unit 1 Writing



Proven to increase motivation and skill!
The program was formally evaluated in 2017 using a 

quasi-experimental study. Results showed significant 
growth in motivation and reading achievement!

Read Side by Side Reading Program

Guided Reading Program

Overall effect size 0.86!

Read the complete summary of the study: 
readsidebyside.com/Reading-3-6

“This program has breathed new life into 
teaching and learning at my school and 

infused students with the joy of reading!” 

Administrator, Kent, WA



Professional development to increase success!

We pride ourselves in offering relevant and timely 
training to meet teachers’ practical needs.  

We value teachers’ time, knowledge, and experience.

STEP 1:  
Read!

STEP 2:  
Attend Web Calls.

STEP 3:  
Teach!

As you read, watch 
short videos to go with 

each chapter.

3-hours of onboarding 
training plus ongoing 

support as needed.

Scripted lesson plans 
help you grow your 

knowledge!

Adopt a reading program 
everyone will love!

“This program sets the bar for reading 
instruction! It enables all students to love 

reading and find success!” 

3rd Grade Teacher, WA



Frequently Asked Questions

Does the program teach spelling & grammar?
Explicit spelling and grammar instruction is not fully provided. Spelling 
and grammar may need to be supplemented with other programs. We 
recommend products by Zaner-Bloser, Inc.

How is the use of technology incorporated?
The program does not require any use of technology. Teachers are 
encouraged to use technology to enhance the program. Online teacher 
resources are provided at Readsidebyside.com/resources. Teachers will 
find links to nonfiction articles, and fillable forms to share with students 
for assessment purposes. All of the student notebooks are also available 
as e-notebooks. Units at each grade level have been converted to virtual 
units for pandemic teaching and homeschool programs.

Do the units need to be taught in order?
Thematic units build knowledge across a grade level and the 3-6 
sequence. Students will transfer learning from one unit to the next. Texts 
increase in complexity across the year. For this reason, it is 
recommended that the units be taught in the order suggested.

What about K-2?
We partner with Zaner-Bloser Inc. to recommend  
The Superkids Reading Program for K-2 students.  
This program explicitly teaches foundational skill  
and transitions easily to into chapter book reading.  

More FAQ’s can be found at: 
support.readsidebyside.com



Bring the Read Side by Side Reading Program  
to your school!

Public Schools
Sarah Collinge 
Program Founder 

Sarah@readsidebyside.com

Private Schools
Jen Wood 

Program Ambassador 
Jen@readsidebyside.com

Not sure if the program is right for you?  
We’d love to answer your questions!

We partner with schools and districts 
across the US and internationally! 
We would love to work with you!

We make it easy to outfit your school with materials that increase 
motivation, confidence, and success!  

Whether you are looking to buy the whole program, or just try out a 
couple of the units—we have buying options for every budget and need.  



425-412-3724 
info@readsidebyside.com 

Readsidebyside.com

The Read Side by Side Reading 
Program for grades 3-6 is your 

curriculum solution! 

Adopt a reading program 
everyone will love!  

Proven to raise reading 
achievement for all students! 

To learn more, visit: 
readsidebyside.com/reading-3-6


